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foemen worthy of their steel; the Irishry fought with desperate
courage; the women as at Londonderry took part in the fight;
and the attack was repulsed with heavy loss. The King,
alarmed at the prospect of danger before him, raised the siege,
and drew off his discomfited army; he was, in a few days, on
his way back to England. The heroism of Limerick and the
fckill of Sarsfield kept ihe scales of fortune still in suspense.
Justice has not been done to the defence of Limerick by
historians of the conquering race; but it may stand by the
side of that of Londonderry; in both instances the courage of
despair baffled the calculations of experienced soldiers, and
plucked victory out of the extreme of danger. Before long
Marlborough had taken Cork and Kinsale; this was the most
brilliant exploit of the war; the blow was aimed at .the
communications of the French by sea; and it had great,,
perhaps decisive effects1. Lauzun and most of his troops,
took their departure for France; the defence of Ireland was
left almost altogether to the Irish army. France in truth bad-
given the Irishry but little help; like Spain, in the preceding-
century, she had treated them as mere pawns in her game;
this was almost inevitable in the case of a power which did
not possess the command of the sea, and had to send troops to
a distant island, surrounded by the Atlantic, but near England
and her fleets. The contending armies went into winter
quarters, the English occupying the greater part of the country
to the east of the Shannon, the Irish for the most part west of
the river; it is unnecessary to say how unequal they were in
all that makes troops fitted to take the field, Ginkle, a
homines. Cette entreprise ne servit qu'a nous faire perdre beaucoup de
monde; le regiment des gardes flamandes perdit beaucoup d'officiers, mais,
plus que tous, les regiments franjais."
1 Lord Wolseley, History of Marlborough, n. 157, 220, has given us an
admirable and discriminating account of the capture of Cork and Kinsale
acd of the results.